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CONSTRUCTION CODES
BUILDING, ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, MECHANICAL, ENERGY, 
ELEVATORS, BOILERS AND PRESSURE VESSELS
INTRODUCTION
Construction codes establish minimum standards for structural integrity, life safety, accessibility and energy 
conservation in construction of buildings and facilities intended for human occupancy.  These requirements affect 
all of the major systems of buildings and facilities.
WHO REGULATES WHAT?
Jurisdiction over construction codes in Iowa is shared among several state agencies 
and political subdivisions.  The following are all subject to requirements established 
at the state level:
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adopt local building codes, which may cover any aspect of construction not listed 
above	as	under	state	jurisdiction.		Local	code	adoptions	may	also	include	more	
stringent standards than are required by the state in many of the areas listed above 
as subject to state jurisdiction, but not in all of them.
Construction projects may also be subject to other regulatory requirements, such as 
requirements	for	registration,	licensing,	or	certification	of	persons	or	firms	engaged	
in	specific	aspects	of	construction,	zoning	restrictions	and	environmental	standards.
THE TERM “BUILDING CODE”
The	term	“building	code”	is	used	in	two	different	ways:	(1)	It	may	be	used	to	refer	
to the whole set of codes establishing requirements for construction in force in a 
jurisdiction.		(2)	Alternatively,	the	“building	code”	is	one	of	the	set	of	codes	typically	



























of these agencies has authority to establish such requirements, they cooperate in 
doing	so	and	all	three	have	adopted	the	National	Electrical	Code,	2008	edition,	 
published	by	the	National	Fire	Protection	Association.		Local	jurisdictions	may	 

























































REGISTRATION, LICENSES, AND CERTIFICATIONS  
RELATED TO CONSTRUCTION
There	are	a	variety	of	requirements	for	registrations,	licenses,	certifications	and	
permits related to construction projects, and to requirements for engaging in various 
occupations	related	to	construction.		Among	those	which	are	most	likely	to	affect	
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